Prospective student receives -20

United States Visa and Entry Process

Prospective student pays
g SEVIS fee at

="

www fmjfee com and prini

v
Prospective student
contacts the nearest US
Embassy or Consulate to
apply for a nor-immigrant
student visa |F-1]

Prospective student completes the visa application form (online DS-16C will be phased in
during 201C and replace the paper forms DS-15€ 157 & 158’ pays the required fee and
collects the following information for the visa appointment

a passport valid at least € months into the future

proof of the visa application fee payment

one photograpt

admission Letter from L S university

evidence of sufficient knowledge of Englist

evidence of academic credentials qualifying for admission
evidence of sufficient financial support

evidence of sufficient ties to the home country

NOTE student must overcome the ‘presumption of immigrant intent’

receipt notice ( -901 Students may apply for a visa up to 12C days prior to beginning of program Each country
has different procedures for example required appointments versus walk-in appointments

Some applicants may be required to submit g
supplemental form DS-157 for background check (
NOTE online DS-160Q will be phased in during 201C and
replace the paper forms DS-156 157 & 158) If from
countries requiring special registration (NSEERS the
background check could take 3-4 months

NSEERS Countries:

Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Egypt, Eritrea, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan,
Kuwait, Libya, Lebanon, Morocco, North Korea,
Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Somalia, Saudi Arabia,
Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates,
and Yemen

May try again for another
semester or decide to forgo
US education

Subjective Visa Officer makes visa decision based on
newly required personal interview and above documents
NOTE Personal interview is sometimes
only 5 minutes in length

US Visit Procedures include
« Fingerprints

« possible retina scar

« NSEERS processing

« SEVIS processing
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Student is allowed to enter USA
P 3C days before start of entry

term

Stucent completes the 1-94 card on the
airplane

Student arrives at Port
of Entry |POE]
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Student is assec
for entry by the —moPp
POE official

Student arrives at university.



